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Alchemy was practiced in many different
cultures around the world, including ancient
China, the early Arab world, and medieval
Europe. Up until the late 18th century,
alchemy was considered one of the most
important physical sciences. Alchemists
would experiment with the combination of
different elements to produce new elements.
The desire to turn base metals into gold or
to create a potion to extend life became
unhealthy obsessions for many alchemists.
This mingling of greed and science led to
permanent damage to alchemy’s reputation.
Ultimately, alchemists never achieved their
goals of turning metals into gold or finding
a magic potion to extend life. Their real
successes, (A) , Were in learning
about chemistry and physics. In their search
for other things, they discovered many
useful chemicals and invented scientific
processes that we still use today. (B) ,
they invented gunpowder, they learned how
to test and refine chemicals, and they
created 1inks, dyes, paints, make-up, glass
and ceramics. So, as spin-offs of their
research, their work gave us many useful
products and ideas.
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@D in other words Consequently
@ moreover Similarly
@ for instance Besides

@ however For example
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@D Alchemy: the Mixture of Greed and Science
@ Why People are Crazy about Gold

@ The Bright and Dark sides of Alchemy
@ The Origin and History of Alchemy
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