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George Eliot was born in Jane Austen’s England and died in Thomas Hardy's. Although

she lived only sixty-one years——as against the fourscore of several other Victorian

writers——she spanned perhaps the most important years of the nineteenth century.

One reason she set so many of her novels in earlier eras was her desire to return to

those younger years before the railroad began to change how England lived and fared.

Overall in her work, there is resistance to those very elements and forces her life spanned.

Before the railroad, England’s internal trade and transportation came through an intricate

series of canals, and canals called up something of Eden. The water, the more leisurely

place, the colorful men who handled the barges, all tended to create nostalgia for a simpler life.

What was forgotten was how hard life was, how unjust it proved for most people, and

how unhealthy it basically was despite the appearance of a healthy atmosphere.
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